
 

Dr. Ajay Samant 
Incoming Dean, Coggin College of Business 

 

It is the recommendation of the departmental faculty, Chairperson, and Provost and Vice President of Academic Affairs that 
Dr. Ajay Samant be appointed as a tenured Professor in the Department of Accounting and Finance and Dean of the Coggin College 
of Business, effective July 1, 2010. 

Dr. Samant earned his Ph.D. from Indiana University in 1992 and a Bachelor of Science degree and Master of Arts degree from the 
University of Bombay in 1979 and 1981, respectively.  He has seventeen years of experience in academia including five years serving 
as Chair of the Department of Finance and Commercial Law at Western Michigan University and three years serving as Associate 
Dean and then Interim Dean of the Haworth College of Business at WMU.  He was awarded the rank of full professor at Western 
Michigan University in 2003 and was the awarded the National City Endowed Chair in Finance at WMU in 2007.   

Dr. Samant’s accomplishments include an outstanding record of scholarship and a commitment to both undergraduate and graduate 
education.  He established student cohorts within the Haworth College of Business to allow students to take courses in small groups 
fostering a feeling of camaraderie resulting in greater student retention and better academic performance.  Dr. Samant also has an 
extensive record of publications and presentations and has served as editor of Managerial Finance, a leading international academic 
journal.  Additionally, Dr. Samant has been a successful fundraiser and was instrumental in the establishment of critical centers at 
WMU such as the Career Services Center, the Small Business and Technology Business Development Center, and the Center for 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation, to name a few.    Dr. Samant also has extensive experience in international business and academia, 
including serving as a Research Officer at the Reserve bank of India (global joint ventures, international corporate finance, 
transactions hedging, and currency risk management).   

The Department of Accounting and Finance faculty voted unanimously to extend tenure as a condition of employment for 
Dr. Samant.  He has the experience and leadership ability necessary to successfully lead the Coggin College of Business.   


